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ANSTO apologises for poll changes 

 
ANSTO is interested in stimulating public debate and discussion about nuclear science 
and technology. In so doing, it recently began a web poll on whether nuclear power 
should be part of Australia's future energy mix. 
 
As a result of a dramatic change in poll voting patterns over the weekend, a staff 
member, without authority, modified the poll by changing the "I am against it" answer to 
"It is one of the options" at around 7.30am today. This was an unauthorised change. 
ANSTO acknowledges that both making a change and changing the answer "I am 
against it" to "It is one of the options" was a serious error of judgement by the staff 
member. This gave misleading and incorrect results to web visitors and poll participants. 
 
Following an approach by an online news service, the staff member then changed the 
answer to "No" in a bid to correct the situation. 
 
When ANSTO management became aware of the situation, it took action to restore the 
poll to the original answer and also included "No" to ensure all voters in the intervening 
period would be included in the statistics. 
 
As the CEO of ANSTO, I wish to apologise unreservedly to stakeholders and 
participants for this unauthorised intervention in the poll results. The poll is on the front 
page of the ANSTO website at www.ansto.gov.au. 
 
Dr Adi Paterson 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
  
 
For media information please call ANSTO Communications Manager, Nadia Levin (02) 
9717 3199 or 0400 394 085. 
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